
As a consequence, the definition of ‘producer’ could read as follows: “any natural or legal person who, irrespective of the selling 
technique used, including distance communication within the meaning of Directive 97/7/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 20 May 1997 on the protection of consumers in respect of distance contracts:

(i) is established in a Member State and manufactures batteries under his own name or trademark, or has batteries designed or 
 manufactured and markets it under his name or trademark within the territory of that Member State; 

(ii) is established in a Member State and resells within the territory of that Member State, under his own name or trademark, 
 batteries produced by other suppliers, a reseller not being regarded as the  ‘producer’ if the brand of the producer appears on 
 the batteries, as provided for in point (i); 

(iii) is established in a Member State and places on the market of that Member State, on a professional basis, batteries from a third 
 country or from another Member State; or 

(iv) sells batteries by means of distance communication directly to private households or to users other than private households in  
 a Member State, and is established in another Member State or in a third country.”
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Producer definition in the batteries directive

Eucobat position

Issues
The producer definition, as described 

in the Batteries Directive, does not 

comply anymore with the evolution of 

the battery market.

The definition of producer in the 

Batteries Directive and the WEEE 

Directive differs.

The Batteries Directive does not offer 

a solution for the substantial and 

growing internet sales to consumers.

According to the Battery Directive, producer means  “any person in a Member State that, irrespective of the 
selling technique used, including by means of distance communication as defined in Directive 97/7/ EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 20 May 1997 on the protection of consumers in respect of distance 
contracts, places batteries or accumulators, including those incorporated into appliances or vehicles, on the 
market for the first time within the territory of that Member State on a professional basis”.

Eucobat proposes:
. Alignment of Batteries directive with WEEE directive
. Introduction of the concept of the authorized representative in the Batteries directive

Proposed definition


