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(WEEE) 

 
 
 

1. Introduction: Legal background 
 
 
According to Article 8.2 and Annex VII of the WEEE Directive1, proper treatment 
of waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) includes the removal of 
batteries from any separately collected WEEE. 
As stipulated in Article 3.1.l of the WEEE Directive, ‘removal’ means manual, 
mechanical, chemical or metallurgic handling with the result that hazardous 
substances, mixtures and components are contained in an identifiable stream or 
are an identifiable part of a stream within the treatment process. A substance, 
mixture or component is identifiable if it can be monitored to verify 
environmentally safe treatment. 
 
The European standard EN 50625-12 stipulates that batteries that are accessible 
in the equipment without using tools should be removed from WEEE before any 
treatment process that can cause damage to them. Batteries that are not 
accessible in the equipment without using tools should be (part of) an identifiable 
stream.  
Special precautions and safety measures should be in place for the treatment of 
WEEE, which may contain lithium batteries and for operations involving used 
lithium batteries, and for fractions containing lithium batteries.  
Lithium batteries should be protected to prevent exposure to excessive heat, 
water, or any crushing or physical damage during handling, sorting, and storage.  
 
Article 11 of the Battery Directive3 stipulates that appliances should be designed 
in such a way that waste batteries and accumulators can be readily removed.  
However, while the original Battery Directive indicated that the batteries should 
be removable by the end-user, the new amendment of the Battery Directive4 

                                       
1 Directive 2012/19/EU of The European Parliament and of the Council of 4 July 2012  on Waste Electrical And 
Electronic Equipment (WEEE) 

 
2 Collection, logistics & Treatment requirements for WEEE - Part 1: General treatment requirements 

 
3 Directive 2006/66/EC of 6 September 2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council on batteries and 
accumulators and waste batteries and accumulators 

 
4 Directive 2013/56/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November 2013 amending 
Directive 2006/66/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on batteries and accumulators and waste 
batteries and accumulators as regards the placing on the market of portable batteries and accumulators 
containing cadmium intended for use in cordless power tools, and of button cells with low mercury content, and 
repealing Commission Decision 2009/603/EC 
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stipulates that, where they cannot be readily removed by the end-user, waste 
batteries and accumulators should be readily removable by qualified 
professionals that are independent of the manufacturer, such as independent 
repair and service centers and WEEE dismantlers.  
Appliances in which batteries and accumulators are incorporated should be 
accompanied by instructions on how those batteries and accumulators can be 
safely removed by either the end-user or by independent qualified professionals. 
Where appropriate, the instructions should also inform the end-user of the types 
of battery or accumulator incorporated into the appliance.  
These provisions do not apply where, for safety, performance, medical or data 
integrity reasons, continuity of power supply is necessary and a permanent 
connection between the appliance and the battery or accumulator is required. 
 
  

2. Issues and observations 
 
 
The combination of the above-mentioned provisions that  

• batteries should only be removable by qualified professionals, thus 
allowing the mandatory use of a (specific) tool (Battery Directive),  

• only those batteries that can be removed without using a tool should be 
removed from the appliances (European standard EN 50625-1),  

implies that a substantial part of the batteries from WEEE won’t be removed. 
 
This is a formal confirmation of the existing practice that many batteries today 
are not removed during the WEEE depollution and dismantling process. 
While generally for the members of Eucobat, the batteries put on the market 
integrated in an appliance represent 20-35% of the total amount of batteries put 
on the market, the batteries collected from the WEEE dismantlers generally only 
represent 3-9,5% of the total amount of collected batteries. 
 
Not only this solution is not compliant with the provisions of the WEEE Directive, 
that clearly states that all batteries should be removed from any separately 
collected WEEE. 
It also creates important safety risks during the recycling process of the WEEE. 
Scientific studies clearly demonstrate that the probability of a spontaneous 
battery fire increases significantly because of mechanical damage or external 
short-circuiting.   
 
Another consequence of the chosen solution is that it is impossible for the 
compliance organizations for batteries to achieve the collection targets as 
foreseen in the Battery Directive. 
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3. Eucobat proposal 
 
 
In order to ensure that all batteries are removed from electrical and electronic 
appliances, and to prevent safety risks, Eucobat proposes that the provisions of 
the WEEE Directive and/or the European standard EN 50625-1 should be 
amended in such a way that: 

• all batteries have to be removed from any separately collected WEEE prior 
to treatment of WEEE or during the treatment process provided that this 
process can ensure that batteries can be separated in a distinct stream 
and that the batteries remain undamaged,  

• The only exception could be the batteries that are intended to ensure a 
continuity of power supply for safety, performance, medical or data 
integrity reasons,  

• the integrity of the batteries should be maintained during the removal 
process, and 

• quantified objectives should be imposed on the WEEE dismantlers for the 
removal of batteries from the WEEE categories 5 (small equipment) and 6 
(small IT and telecommunication equipment), as defined in annexes III 
and IV of the WEEE Directive. 

 
 
 

4. About Eucobat 
 
 
Eucobat is the European association of national collection schemes for batteries. 
They ensure that all waste batteries are collected and recycled in an ecologically 
sound way, and by doing so contribute to a better environment. 
 
 


