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CWIT STUDY: WEEE VOLUMES
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volume*

9.45m tons

* Total amount of WEEE generated by EU-28 plus Norway and Switzerland
** Mainly steel dominated consumer appliances is collected and processed under non-compliant conditions with other metal scrap
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR WEEE
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WASTE BATTERIES IN WEEE
WEEE Directive: proper treatment of waste 
electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) 
includes the removal of batteries from any 
separately collected WEEE

‘Removal’ means manual, mechanical, 
chemical or metallurgic handling with the 
result that hazardous substances, mixtures 
and components are contained in an 
identifiable stream or are an identifiable part 
of a stream within the treatment process.



WASTE BATTERIES IN WEEE

Batteries should only be 
removable by qualified 
professionals, thus 
allowing the mandatory 
use of a (specific) tool.
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THIS SOLUTION...
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EUCOBAT PROPOSAL
In order to ensure that all batteries are removed from electrical and electronic appliances, 
and to prevent safety risks, Eucobat proposes that the provisions of the WEEE Directive 
and/or the European standard EN 50625-1 should be amended in such a way that:

All batteries have to be removed from any separately 
collected WEEE prior to treatment of WEEE or during the 
treatment process provided that this process can ensure that 
batteries can be separated in a distinct stream and that the 
batteries remain undamaged.
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EUCOBAT PROPOSAL
In order to ensure that all batteries are removed from electrical and electronic appliances, 
and to prevent safety risks, Eucobat proposes that the provisions of the WEEE Directive 
and/or the European standard EN 50625-1 should be amended in such a way that:

The only exception could be the batteries that are intended 
to ensure a continuity of power supply for safety, 
performance, medical or data integrity reasons (e.g. button 
cells on printed circuit boards).2



EUCOBAT PROPOSAL
In order to ensure that all batteries are removed from electrical and electronic appliances, 
and to prevent safety risks, Eucobat proposes that the provisions of the WEEE Directive 
and/or the European standard EN 50625-1 should be amended in such a way that:

The integrity of the batteries should be maintained during the
removal process.
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EUCOBAT PROPOSAL
In order to ensure that all batteries are removed from electrical and electronic appliances, 
and to prevent safety risks, Eucobat proposes that the provisions of the WEEE Directive 
and/or the European standard EN 50625-1 should be amended in such a way that:

Quantified objectives should be imposed on the WEEE
dismantlers for the removal of batteries from the WEEE
categories 5 (small equipment) and 6 (small IT and
telecommunication equipment), as defined in annexes III and 
IV of the WEEE Directive.
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